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PASADENA PLAYHOUSE AND FRIENDS GO CAVORTing

TV writer Martha Williamson and Playhouse Artistic Director Sheldon Epps will be featured speakers.  Actress Sally Struthers will speak on the Joy of Volunteering.

PASADENA, CALIF.— The Pasadena Playhouse State Theatre of California and the Friends of the Pasadena Playhouse will host a Conference About Volunteers of Regional Theatre (CAVORT) March 13-15 at the Playhouse and at the Pasadena Sheraton Hotel.

CAVORT members representing 40 regional theatres across the country will gather to exchange ideas about the roles and activities of volunteers.  According to 2008 conference co-chairs Lenore Bond Almanzar and Bridget Furiga, CAVORT is held at a notable regional theatre every two years.  This year’s conference has taken eight years to accomplish and will bring recognition not only to the theatre but also to Pasadena.

TV writer and author Martha Williamson and Playhouse Artistic Director Sheldon Epps will be featured speakers.  Williamson will be the opening speaker at Friday’s session at the Playhouse. Her ground-breaking Touched by an Angel CBS series, on which she was executive producer and head writer, received nine Emmy Award nominations and was inducted into the Museum of Television and Radio Hall of Fame.

In addition to serving on the Playhouse Board of Directors, Williamson serves on the Board of Trustees of The King’s College and Seminary, among others.  She was appointed by President George W. Bush to the bi-partisan President’s Council of Service and Civic Participation.

Sheldon Epps, Artistic Director of the Playhouse, will be the featured speaker at the Saturday lunch session at the Sheraton.  Epps, who recently celebrated his 10th anniversary as Artistic Director, is one of a few African-American artistic directors of a major regional theatre in the country.  He is committed to diversity and the production of an eclectic range of high-quality performances.  Epps was a 2007 recipient of the James Irvine Leadership Award, given to a handful of Californians who have made a leading and meaningful impact on the lives of Californians.  The honor included a $125,000 grant to the Playhouse.

Epps’s directing credits at the Playhouse include Play On!, The Importance of Being Earnest, The Old Settler, Fences, and RAY CHARLES LIVE!  For television, he has directed episodes of Frasier, Friends, Everybody Loves Raymond, Sister, Sister, and many others.

In a letter to CAVORT members, Epps stated that “… it is with great anticipation that I look forward to hosting the CAVORT conference at our theatre.  It is our way of saying thank you…. of letting you know how important you are…. of putting every one of you from each and every theatre in the spotlight at center stage.  Surely you deserve the attention, the adoration, and all of the applause that we will be sending your way, because all of you friends of the theatre are indeed Friends of this theatre!”

Playhouse Board Chairman Kerry McCluggage adds his endorsement:  “Volunteer support is the heart and soul of regional theatre, and at our theatre, there is no better example than the Friends of the Pasadena Playhouse.  All of us at the Playhouse are excited to participate in hosting CAVORT 2008 and look forward to an exciting and vigorous exchange of ideas and insight with all of you ….”

Actress Sally Struthers, a graduate of the former Playhouse School of Theatre Arts, will speak on the Joy of Volunteering at a breakout session at the Sheraton on Saturday afternoon.
As a support group for the Playhouse, the Friends donate over 29,000 hours annually!  Friends usher, provide pot luck dinners to the cast and crew between performances on Saturdays, help with Playhouse mailings, maintain the Playhouse Archives, assist at Playhouse events, and help fundraise.

The conference will kick off Thursday evening with a Mariachi and Margarita Reception at El Portal Restaurant, followed by a performance of the new Playhouse musical, Mask, based on the book by Anna Hamilton Phelan (Gorillas in the Mist).  The production is directed by Richard Maltby with music by Barry Mann and lyrics by Cynthia Weil (“You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feeling” and “On Broadway”).

Breakout sessions during the conference will include topics such as “Keeping the History and Archives of a Theatre Alive,” “Volunteers:  The Actor’s Secret Service,” “Outreach Programs,” “Managing Membership and Volunteer Hours,” and “Rewarding the Volunteers.”  Pre- and post-conference tours include a guided tour of Pasadena and docent-led tours of the Huntington Gardens and the Gene Autry Museum of American West.

Culminating the conference will be the Friends Recognition of Entertaining Drama (FRED) Awards Saturday evening at the Sheraton.  The Friends nominate their favorite show, favorite actor, and favorite actress for the year.  The contenders for this season are Defiance, Cuttin’ Up, The Constant Wife, A Matter of Honor, and Ray Charles Live.  Many cast members from both current and past shows attend this event to help cheer on award winners.
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